Lunch & Learn - Hosted by Denton Wilde Sapte LLP K\Q
Presented by Rabbi Raphy Garson
The Final Countdown - The Descent OF Darkness Ohr
Parashat Bo - Source Sheet Visrael

1 Why Darkness?
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Abarbanel Isaac ben Judah or Yitzchak ben Yehuda Abravanel (1437 - 1508)

Since the Jewish experience of the Egyptian Exile was one of darkness — and exile is
indeed comparable to darkness as it is says in Eicha 3: 6 nY%iy 'nn3 12'vin navnna (I -
He has made me to dwell in dark places, as those that have been long dead.
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Midrash Hagadol (14" century) 10:23

Why were they plunged into darkness? They were punished Mida Keneged Mida for one
of their sadistic amusements. An Egyptian would order a Jew “hold this burning candle on
your head while | eat supper — but hold it straight! One move and your head will be split
with a sword. The poor trembling Jew had to stand motionless with a candle on his head
whilst the Egyptian enjoyed his meal. Now God reversed their roles causing the Egyptians
to remain motionless and morose while the Bene Yisrael enjoyed themselves.
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10:21 God said to Moses, 'Reach out toward the sky with your hand, and there will be
darkness in Egypt. The darkness will be palpable.’ 10:22 Moses lifted his hand toward the
Sky, and there was an opaque darkness in all Egypt, lasting for three days. 10:23 People
could not see each other, and no one left his place for three days. The Israelites, however,
had light in the areas where they lived.
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Jacob left Beer-sheba and headed toward Charan.
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It had only to be written: "And Yaakov went to Charan."” Why, then, mention his departing?
But, this tells us that the departure of a righteous person from his place makes an
impression, for while a righteous person is in the city, he is its glory, he is its brilliance, he
is its splendour. Once he has left there, its glory has departed, its brilliance has departed,
its splendour has departed.
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4 Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto (1707-1746).
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There will be upon them a darkness greater then the darkness of night, (i.e.,) the darkness
of night will become even more black and dark.
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darkness of gloom so that one person did not see another during those three days, and for
another three days afterwards [there was] a darkness twice as thick where no one was
able to rise from his place.

If he was sitting he could not stand and if he was standing he could not sit. Why did He
bring darkness on them?

Because there were among the Israelites of that generation evil people who did not wish to
leave, and they died out during the three days of darkness so that the Egyptians not see
their demise thereby saying, "They are being struck as we are.”

Furthermore, [during the darkness] the Israelites searched and saw their [the Egyptians’
valuable] vessels and when they left [Egypt] and asked them [for the valuable vessels] and
they (the Egyptians) responded, "We have nothing [to give you]," he (the Israelite) would
say to him, "But | did see it in your house and it is in that particular place.”




6 X' /N9 NInY 190
(AT 721 992 72 ANIYY XA NYKI 1INY) DX YR 17X DYD TR K1 13T (2

("Y1 NYI9 TRV 1WA DNIXN YR T RN 7iT2 NYn UKD D32 DXN 1WA 0YD D DR CTET R (
oyQ

11:2 Now speak to the people discreetly, and let each man request from his friend gold
and silver articles. Let every woman make [the same] request of her friends. '

11:3 God gave the people status among the Egyptians. Moses was also very highly
respected in Egypt, both by Pharaoh's officials and by the people.
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Controversial Opinons
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Rabbi Abraham ben Meir ibn Ezra - born in Tudela, Islamic Spain(1089), and died c. 1164
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Torah Temima - Rabbi Baruch Epstein or Baruch ha-Levi Epstein (1860-1941)
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Rabbi Elijjah ben Shlomo Zalman, Vilna Gaon (April 23, 1720 - October 9, 1797)
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We have many words missing the letter Aleph . Since the enunciation of the letter is not
very noticeable Scripture is not particular if it is omitted. For example: “An Arab] will not
pitch his tent [there]." Efc..




