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Ohr Ladies Shiur Series 2 - Laws of Shabbat Candle Lighting- Part 1
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Dedicated in loving memory of: 2"t [ndn "X 2 DNV NTIA!
Partially based on the The 39 Melcahos by R'Ribiat & other Halachick Sources

& Does Shabbat come in when one lights the candles?
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In Summary what is being conveyed here is that the woman who lights candles is subject to
automatic acceptance of Shabbat when she lights and may no longer do any form of
Melcaha. This will always hold true unless she makes a condition - by consciously resolving
not to accept Shabbat yet.

However, herein lies a fundamental difference between Sefardim and Ashkenazim. For
Sefardi women, Shabbat comes in when Mizmor Shir is said in shul. So technically a Sefardi
lady can perform melacha till sunset even after lighting!

& If eating away from home - where to light?

If a couple is invited out to eat but will be returning home on Friday night to sleep - the wife
should light candles at home. So ruled R' Moshe Feinstien. Since they will be sleeping at
home, there is an obligation to light in order to avoid "stumbling and bumping" into one
another. We explained last week this was the 3rd rationale for lighting Shabbat Candles -
Namely, for Shalom Bayit, which includes this idea - that as a result of the lights - families
will not be stumbling over each other -and this will promote peace in the home.

And therefore if the lady wishes to light at the place she is eating she can do so, but without

a blessing! (As she has already lit with a blessing at home). The extra lighting would only be
to "tosefet orah" - add more lights for the honour of shabbat.
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@ How long do candles have to stay alight?

They must burn art least until the begining of the meal. If they burn out beore the meal and
no beneift was derived from them - the blessing said was a blessing in vain.
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And therefore in the above example --- if one eats out on Friday night one has to be sure the
candles will be lit upon returning from the meal. If however, the lady had some benefit from
the light before leaving for the meal -- e.g She prayed Kabbalat Shabbat by the candles -
then even if the candles are out when returning - it is ok.

& A Suggestion

As mentioned in passing last week, my Rav suggests that to avoid the above problem the
following should be done. When the lady is about to light candles, she should turn off the
lights in the room, and then turn them back on "Lichvod Shabbat" - When she makes the
blessings over the candles, she should also have the electric lights in mind. This way even if
she does not have time to have benefit from the candles, and the candles have gone out by
the time she comes home - she can fulfil the obligation of Shalom Bayit etc.. via the electric
lights that will still be on!

@ Visiting and staying elsewhere for Shabbat

If a family are guests away from home for Shabbat, they can technically fulfil their obligation
to light with the lighting of the woman of the house in which they are staying. R'Moshe
explains the rationale behind this: Since they are there for the whole Shabbat, they are
considered part of the family unit of that household and are therefore exempt from lighting.

However the custom is that all married women light and make a blessing. This is because

she has in mind not to fulfil her obligation to light when the lady of the house lights her
candles.

& Hospitals

If a lady is in a hospital on Friday night, and her husband is at home -- then HE must light the
candles at home. This would mean that the lady has thereby fulfilled her obligation in the
lighting of candles.
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However, since as we established last week it is the custom of the lady to light candles, she
may light in hospital too. The problem arises if the hospital does not allow candles to be lit.

In such a case she should use the electric lights of her room. R'Moshe Feinstien rules that
no blessing should be said - as in this case she has technically already fulfilled her obligation
to light by her husband lighting.

But if the husband did not light at home, then she may recite a blessing - as many authroties
allow a blessing on electric lights.....R'Ovadia Yosef, Bet Yitzchak, Sitz Eliezer, Rav Henken
amongst others!.

& Hotels

If a family spends shabbat in a hotel, it is preferable that the wife lights in their private room
or at their dining room table. Most hotels have a location where all women can light.
R'Moshe rules that if this table where the candles are lit is far away from the dining room -
the blessing said is in vain!!

| spoke this through with my Rav, who clarified that candles have to at the very least be seen
during the meal and cause pleasure.

@ Where to place the Candles?

The mitzvah of the candle lighting is performed at the moment the candles are lit - therefore
one must be sure that the candles are in their proper place at the time of lighting. Thus, one
can not light the candles in one room which is not going to be used and then carry them into
another room which is going to be used.
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& Where to light the candles?

Since the main Shabbat candles are the ones illuminating the table - they should be near the
or on the table when lit.
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@ The Sanctity of the Candles

Candles lit are considered set apart for use in a mitzvah "Huktzah Lemitzvato". They are
therefore forbidden to be used for any purpose other than for illumination.
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