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Presented by Rabbi Raphy Garson
Cruelty to Animals & Animal Experimentation - Do Animals have rights in Jewish Law?

Rambam Listing of Mitzot:
160. Not to take the mother-bird with the young (Deut. 22:6).
161. To set the mother-bird free when taking the nest (Deut. 22:6-7)
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Abattoir is firebombed in animal rights attack
Monday, 12 June 1995 THE

INDEPENDEN T

An abattoir was firebombed yesterday in an attack thought to be the work of animal rights activists. Police in
vestigating the blaze at AF Ensor in Cinderford, Gloucestershire, found more than 20 incendiary devices, some of
which had failed to go off.

One lorry tractor unit was destroyed by fire and four other lorries damaged in the attack.

Petrol and paper was strewn inside the building causing minor damage. The total cost of the damage was
estimated at between pounds 30,000 and pounds 40,000.

theguardian
Friday 12" May 2006

Jail for animal rights extremists who stole body of elderly woman from her grave
Three animal rights extremists involved in the theft of the body of an elderly woman from her grave were
yesterday jailed for 12 years each in what is seen by police and prosecutors as a groundbreaking case.

The militants, including a vicar's son and a psychiatric nurse, led what they called a "holocaust" against a farm
which bred guinea pigs for medical research. Jon Ablewhite, John Smith and Kerry Whitburn pursued a six-year
hate campaign against Darley Oaks farm in Newchurch, Staffordshire. Whitburn's girlfriend, Josephine Mayo, was
sentenced to four years for a lesser part in the campaign.

Almost 100 people connected to the farm were targeted. Explosive devices were sent to some, mail threatening to
kill and maim to others. There were attacks on homes, cars and businesses. The relentless campaign culminated
in the theft of the body of Gladys Hammond, a close relative of the Hall family who ran the farm, from her grave in
October 2004.

For months, activists taunted the Halls, telling them the body would be returned if they closed the farm. The body
was found only last week in woodland after Smith told the authorities where it was.

Sentencing the men, Judge Michael Pert described them as wicked and a danger to society. He said: "You
assumed the right to dictate which lawful activities you would permit and which you would not. You sought to
enforce your views not by lawful protest but by subjecting wholly innocent citizens to a campaign of terror."

Police welcomed the sentence. Detective Chief Inspector Nick Baker, who led the inquiry, said: "I hope the
sentence sends a strong message to those tempted to engage in such extremism. Your cowardly tactics will not
be tolerated. You will be caught and prosecuted to the full extent of the law."
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Rambam — Guide to the Perplexed...

stand this. There is a rule laid down by our Sages that it is directly pro-
hibited in the Law to cause pain to an animal, and is based on the words:
“ Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass ? ” etc. (Num. xxii. 32). But the
object of this rule is to make us perfect; that we should not assume cruel
habits ; and that we should not uselessly cause pain to others; that, on the
contrary, we should be prepared to show pity and mercy to all living crea-
tures, except when necessity demands the contrary: “ When thy soul
longeth to eat flesh,” etc. (Deut. xii. 20). We should not kill animals for the
purpose of practising cruelty, or for the purpose of play. It cannot be
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Jewish law clearly forbids any act which causes pain or discomfort to an animal unless such an act is
designed to satisfy a legitimate human need. It is worth noting the comment of Rabbi Wladenberg (Sitz
Eliezer) — who although found no difficulty in supporting medical experimentation upon animals -- he
urged that pain be minimised as far as possible.




