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What does the Talmud teach us about the founder of Christianity
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Shabbat 104b

DWIN XINW 12T 7221 DINAZI721 0MIPA X1j7'02 DOA I'TA AN AN TNX D7VNA NIMIXK MY ANdN "INn
1 1nwa 7y vaona 2N NYA 7V ANPN 2N AT OY DT AN [N 0j72'D N7 W 2uI NINT 7D v 7y
['IVI9 D'MAdNI NXVN A''NN TY'IR

:nwa 7y vonn

17 NNAX YA 7YY Q002 DMIXNN D'OWD XIXIN XTVO |2 X701 D'MDNY ATYIX 11 A7 IR XN

27 INK NIN XK' |2 .XTVO |2 Jo"'wn nionn 190/7] 1DTOIYA N AR |'R'AN 'R A A0IY
[MINKTI X'D X'WA X'77an DN IR XTVO INK XIN ATIA 2 0199 7y X119 2y1a XTVOo 7ya XToNn
[:A7van XT nvo xN*TNISA

RASHI

DTN77 D'OWD IN'XI' K7W D'RXIN 7D |'7TI2 ['MI0NN I'NY DRAIND [X'XINT 710" N0 X7 - D19W) NXID
NINN N1 TN MY

QTN 7Y 1W91 Y0N1 D'YIY DTX 2 T 'RY NN NIYY7 12 0 NIVY - At DLVIY

[:a™n n'd NIAY 'D 7Y X IR Y2 oW 7Y XAt - XTI 7pia XTVO i o "win niaronn nooin

x/¥ T '0'a ndon 722 TIN'N

T 1012 N7 7911 2ATY DTX 17 W' D'WIQ NIYT D 708N NIYTIY DWD 1IN 1'KN 21 DD RN
1013 |INY7 7911 2ATY DTX 17 W' KXI'L INWK 1192 7V1) @'Y DTN [2 0199 NN X' ITE INNIY 11N
INNN N7 7911 22TV OTX 17 W' AN NANPRENNR DY DNQTAY DTX 72 DT XD ITEHIDNIYIE AT
NHOI YIND NWRIINRXI' MWK IR IRNY Y DTR NTA KD T 171X 1XXIN

It has been taught: R. Meir used to say: As men differ in their treatment of their food, so they differ in their
treatment of their wives. Some men, if a fly falls into their cup, will put it aside and not drink it. This corresponds
to the way of Papus b. Judah who used, when he went out, to lock his wife indoors. Another man, if a fly falls into
his cup, will throw away the fly and then drink the cup. This corresponds to the way of most men who do not
mind their wives talking with their brothers and relatives. Another man, again, if a fly falls into his soup, will
squash it and eat it. This corresponds to the way of a bad man who sees his wife go out with her hair unfastened
and spin cloth in the street
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And thou shalt love the Lord thy God eftc. It has been taught: R. Eliezer says: If it says 'with all thy soul', why
should it also say, ‘with all thy might', and if it says 'with all thy might', why should it also say 'with all thy soul'?
Should there be a man who values his life more than his money, for him it says; 'with all thy soul’; and should
there be a man who values his money more than his life, for him it says, ‘with all thy might'. R. Akiba says: With
all thy soul': even if He takes away thy soul.

Our Rabbis taught: Once the wicked Government issued a decree forbidding the Jews to study and practise the
Torah. Pappus b. Judah came and found R. Akiba publicly bringing gatherings together and occupying himself
with the Torah. He said to him: Akiba, are you not afraid of the Government? He replied: | will explain to you with
a parable. A fox was once walking alongside of a river, and he saw fishes going in swarms from one place to
another. He said to them: From what are you fleeing? They replied: From the nets cast for us by men. He said to
them: Would you like to come up on to the dry land so that you and | can live together in the way that my
ancestors lived with your ancestors? They replied: Art thou the one that they call the cleverest of animals? Thou
art not clever but foolish. If we are afraid in the element in which we live, how much more in the element in which
we would die! So it is with us. If such is our condition when we sit and study the Torah, of which it is written, For
that is thy life and the length of thy days, if we go and neglect it how much worse off we shall be! It is related that
soon afterwards R. Akiba was arrested and thrown into prison, and Pappus b. Judah was also arrested and
imprisoned next to him. He said to him: Pappus, who brought you here? He replied: Happy are you, R. Akiba,
that you have been seized for busying yourself with the Torah! Alas for Pappus who has been seized for busying
himself with idle things! When R. Akiba was taken out for execution, it was the hour for the recital of the Shema/,
and while they combed his flesh with iron combs, he was accepting upon himself the kingship of heaven. His
disciples said to him: Our teacher, even to this point? He said to them: All my days | have been troubled by this
verse, 'with all thy soul’, [which | interpret,] 'even if He takes thy soul'. | said: When shall | have the opportunity of
fulfilling this? Now that | have the opportunity shall | not fulfil it? He prolonged the word ehad until he expired
while saying it. A bath kol19 went forth and proclaimed: Happy art thou, Akiba, that thy soul has departed with
the word ehad!
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