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25:1 Israel was staying in Shittim when the people began to behave immorally with the
Moabite girls. 25:2 [The girls] invited the people to their religious sacrifices, and the people
ate and worshipped the [Moabite] gods. 25:3 Israel thus became involved with Baal Peor,
and God displayed anger against Israel. 25:4 God said to Moses, 'Take the people's
leaders, and [have them] impale [the idolators] publicly before God. This will reverse God's
display of anger against Israel." 25:5 Moses said to Israel's judges, 'Each of you must Kill
your constituents who were involved with Baal Peor." 25:6 [The judges] were still weeping
[in indecision] at the Communion Tent entrance, when an Israelite brought forth a Midianite
woman to his brethren before the eyes of Moses and the Israelite community. 25:7 When
Pinchas, a son of Eleazar and a grandson of Aaron the priest, saw this, he rose up from
the midst of the assemblage and took a spear in his hand. 25:8 He followed the Israelite
man into the tent's inner chamber, and ran them through, [driving the spear] through the
Israelite man and woman's groin. With that, the plague that had struck the Israelites was
arrested. 25:9 In that plague, 24,000 people had died.
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through her stomach: Heb. anap, as in,“the jaw and the maw (napn1)” (Deut. 18:3). He
aimed for the male organ of Zimri and her female organs and everyone saw that he had
not killed them for nothing. Many miracles happened to him..., as it is related there (Sanh.
82b).
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25:10 God spoke to Moses, saying, 25:11 'Pinchas (a son of Eleazar and
grandson of Aaron the priest) was the one who zealously took up My cause




among the Israelites and turned My anger away from them, so that | did not
destroy them in My demand for exclusive worship. 25:12 Therefore, tell him
that | have given him My covenant of peace. 25:13 This shall imply a
covenant of eternal priesthood to him and his descendants after him. It is
[given to him] because he zealously took up God's cause and made
atonement for the Israelites.'
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Phinehas...saw: He saw the deed and reminded himself of the law. He said to Moses, “I|
learned from you, ‘If someone cohabits with an Aramean [heathen] woman, zealots have a
right to strike him [dead].” ” He replied to him, “Let the one who reads the letter be the
agent to carry it out.” Immediately,“he took a spear in his hand....” - [Sanh. 82a]
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Our Rabbis taught: It once happened that R. Johanan b. Zakkai left Jerusalem riding upon
an ass, while his disciples followed him, and he saw a girl picking barley grains in the dung
of Arab cattle. As soon as she saw him she wrapped herself with her hair and stood before
him. 'Master’, she said to him, 'feed me'. 'My daughter’, he asked her, 'who are you?''l am’,
she replied, 'the daughter of Nakdimon b. Gorion'. 'My daughter’, he said to her, 'what has
become? of the wealth of your father's house?' 'Master’, she answered him, 'is there not a
proverb current in Jerusalem: "The sal2® of money is diminution?™. (Others read:
Benevolence).®2 'And where [the Master asked] is the wealth of 3your father-in-law's
house?' 'The one', she replied, ‘came and destroyed the other'® 'Do you remember,
Master', she said to him, 'when you signed my kethubah?' 'l remember’, he said to his
disciples, 'that when | signed the kethubah of this [unfortunate woman], | read therein "A
million gold denarii from her father's house" besides [the amount] from her father-in-law's
house'* Thereupon R. Johanan b. Zakkai wept and said: 'How happy are Israel:>> when
they do the will of the Omnipresent no nation nor any language-speaking group has any
power over them; but when they do not do the will of the Omnipresent he delivers them
into the hands of a low people, and not only in the hands of a low people but into the
power of the beasts of a low people'.




